Does patient controlled analgesia delay the diagnosis of compartment syndrome following intramedullary nailing of the tibia?
We report on four cases in which the diagnosis of compartment syndrome was delayed by the administration of patient controlled analgesia (PCA) following intramedullary nailing of tibial shaft fractures. We believe that this poses a diagnostic problem and can lead to lasting sequelae as decompression is delayed. We recommend extra vigilance with the use of PCA in patients with intramedullary nailing following tibial shaft fractures.